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January 19, 2008 
 
To:        Coaches, School Officials and others interested in the Eastern Cornhusker 
              Trapshooting Conference (ECTC)  
 
From: Chuck Kopocis  

Conference President  
 
Re:  2008 ECTC Season 

 
Dear Coaches, School Officials and other Interested Persons: 
 
The Eastern Cornhusker Trapshooting Conference Board of Directors is pleased to 
welcome all to the 2008 High School Trapshooting Season, our twentieth year.  We all 
look forward to another fun, competitive and most importantly safe season of youth 
trapshooting in Eastern Nebraska. 
 
New in 2008, all information and forms for coaches to be used during the 2008 season 
are found at the conference website, www.shootectc.org.  Please visit the website for 
information regarding team registration, conference rules, schedule and other important 
documents.  Many of these documents were mailed to you via the US Postal Service in 
previous seasons.  Starting in 2008 they will no longer be mailed and will only be 
available by visiting the conference website. 
 
2007 was another very successful year for the conference in terms of participation with 
1,226 shooters registered with the conference.  A record 1,101 shooters actually shot 
during the season with our largest single day participation of 959.  Keeping in mind the 
Conference cornerstones of sportsmanship, academics and citizenship we are also 
proud of the fact that a record number 229 shooters earned academic excellence awards 
in 2007.  Now in its second year, the Gayle Hanshaw All-Conference Shoot also grew 
in numbers with 507 shooters participating at the shoot in 2007.  We express our 
appreciation to Guns Unlimited for sponsoring this event once again in 2007. 
 
The 2008 Annual Board of Directors’ Meeting was held on January 5, 2008 in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  Gil Johnson, formerly with Harry A. Koch Trap & Skeet Range in Omaha 
has resigned from our Board in 2008.  I would like to thank Gil for his support of the 
Eastern Cornhusker Trapshooting Conference during his time on the Board.  Steve 
Nuss is the shoot director representing Harry A. Koch Trap & Skeet.  Please take the 
time to welcome Steve to the Conference. 
 
The actions taken at the Annual Board of Directors’ Meeting are highlighted later in 
this letter.  An ad-hoc committee has been formed with Gayle Hanshaw as the chair to 
present the Board with a proposal for selection of “Coach of the Year”.  This is being 
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done to recognize our coaches for all the time and effort they exert in mentoring our young shooters.  Please contact 
Gayle or myself with any input you may have regarding the proposal or selection process.  It was also determined at 
the meeting that a new social event will be established at the end of the season for coaches, directors and significant 
others.  Please provide me with any input or ideas you have on this event.   
 
 
CHANGES FOR THE 2008 SEASON 

 
At the annual ECTC Board of Directors’ Meeting held January 5, 2008 the actions were taken by the Board of 
Directors as it pertains to rules, bylaws and conference format: 
 

• The entry fee for all of the 2008 conference shoots remains $9.50 for junior shooters and $19.00 for senior 
shooters.  The entry fee for the All-Conference shoot remains $5.00 for juniors and $10.00 for seniors. 

 
• The 2008 Conference Schedule is adopted.  Please visit the conference website at www.shootectc.org for 

the 2008 schedule. 
 
• The 2008 Gayle Hanshaw All-Conference Shoot and Awards will be held at Lincoln Trap & Skeet on April 

26, 2008.  Please visit the conference website at www.shootectc.org for rules and registration information. 
 

• In an effort to offset printing costs, the Board of Directors has determined that the Annual Results Book 
will no longer be distributed in print format from the Conference.  The entire book will be available for 
viewing and individual printing on the Conference website.  The information provided will be similar to 
past years; it will just not be distributed in paper format. 

 
• Rule 12 was added to the Conference Rules in 2008 which states “The use of toe tabs for resting of muzzles 

is not permitted by the Eastern Cornhusker Trapshooting Conference during sanctioned competitions.  
Participants shall not rest muzzles on the top of their foot or any other part of their body at anytime”. 

 
 

2008 SEASON REGISTRATION 

 
Coaches register teams and participants by providing to the Conference a 2008 Eligibility Roster which is available 
by visiting the conference website, www.shootectc.org.  Eligibility Rosters are to be signed by a school official 
from the school in which the participant(s) are attending.  Transfer of Eligibility Rosters, also found on the website, 
are to be used when a shooter is transferring their eligibility from one team to another as described under Rule 14.  
These forms are required to be signed by both the school in which the shooter is attending as well as the team in 
which eligibility is being transferred to. 
 
As a reminder, all shooters participating in the Conference are required to have successfully completed the 
Nebraska Game & Parks Firearm Hunter Education Course or similar program from another state prior to the first 
shoot.  Due to the considerable amount of time it takes to register each shooter with the Conference and verification 
of Hunter Education Training, Eligibility Rosters must be filed in ample time before each shooter registers for their 
first shoot.   
 

Initial Team Eligibility Rosters are due to the Conference at least two (2) weeks before the first shoot. 
 
For those shooters needing Nebraska Game & Parks Firearm Hunter Education information can be obtained by 
visiting the website, www.ngpc.state.ne.us or contacting Michael Streeter, Game & Parks Hunter Education 
Coordinator at (402) 471-6133. 
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All 2008 Eligibility Rosters shall be sent to:  Chuck Kopocis 
          10229 Polk Street 
          Omaha, NE  68127    
          (Home) 339-6166   
          (Work) 339-4344  
          e-mail: ckopocis@cox.net 
 
Submission of Eligibility Rosters via e-mail is preferred, however please note that e-mailed forms must contain 
school official’s signature.  If you are unable to e-mail the signed copy, it is acceptable to e-mail your roster and 
then follow-up with a signed copy in the mail for verification.  Shooters will not be eligible until signed copies are 
received by the Conference. 
 

 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

 
Those shooters that participate in at least five (5) shoots during the 2008 season and meet the Conference academic 
requirements will again be eligible for the Conference Academic Excellence Award to be presented to qualifying 
participants at the 2008 Gayle Hanshaw All-Conference Shoot.   This award recognizes those shooters that 
accomplish a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.5 or higher over the preceding spring and fall semesters.   
 
Coaches, review the Academic Excellence recognition guidelines found at www.shootectc.org.  Please start the 
process early so the committee has ample time to prepare the certificates.  In fact, you can start it now because the 
GPA’s have already been calculated for the two respective semesters.  You don’t have to wait until you know 
whether a student has competed in the required number of shoots because the committee will verify participation.   
 
Submit your list of students to their Guidance Counselor and instruct them to send all students’ qualifying GPA 
documentation to:    
 
      Liz Irwin  
      7101 West Martell Road 
      Martell, NE  68404   

(Home) 794-0250   
(Work) 429-1849 
Liz.inNebraska$@gmail.com (Remove $ sign when e-mailing) 
   

NOTE: The Academic Excellence Awards are based on a 4.00 scale for everyone, so, coaches, please instruct the 
Guidance Counselors to convert any non 4.00 GPA’s to the 4.00 scale.  Weighted GPA’s above 4.0 will be rounded 
off to 4.0.  Any percentage or letter grades not converted will be converted as per Conference guidelines.    
 
 
2008 NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL SHOOT (DONIPHAN, NEBRASKA) 

 
Coaches are again reminded:  ONLY TEAMS WITH ALL SHOOTERS ATTENDING THE SAME SCHOOL 
MAY COMPETE IN THE TEAM COMPETITION AT THE STATE SHOOT.  THIS INCLUDES 4-H, GUN 
CLUBS, ETC.  ALSO, SIXTH GRADERS ARE STILL NOT ALLOWED TO COMPETE.  
 
Notice to all new Coaches.  Brochures of the 2008 Nationwide Invitational High School Trapshoot at Doniphan 
will not be automatically mailed to you.  You will need to submit a request for one to: 
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     Rocky Hoffmann   
     RR4, Box 36   
     North Platte, NE  69101   

(work) 308-535-8025   
e-mail: hoffmann@ngpc.state.ne.us   

 
 
COLLEGIATE SHOOTING AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
The following is brief information for our Conference shooters that will be going on to college after the 2008 
season.  The University of Nebraska Omaha has a shooting team involved with trap, skeet and sporting clays.  
Information can be obtained by contacting them at unotrapandskeetclub@yahoo.com.  
 
College scholarships are available for high school trapshooters.  Read about them in a publication titled 
“CollegiateShooting Sports Directory” available from the National Rifle Association (NRA), which lists Colleges 
and Universities that offer the various shooting sports.  Some schools state there are scholarships available.  This 
directory is available for viewing online and it can be ordered from there:  www.nrahq.org/compete/coldir.asp  
Otherwise, to receive a copy of the Directory, and/or, other information, contact the NRA at:   
  

Collegiate Shooting Programs Department, Competition Division  
     National Rifle Association of America 
     11250 Waples Mill Road 
     Fairfax, VA  22030         (800) NRA-3888          
 
Other resources for collegiate scholarships include the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) and the 
Trapshooting Hall of Fame. 
 
On behalf of the Conference Board of Directors and myself, have a fun, safe and successful 2008 Season. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
 
Chuck Kopocis 
Conference President 
 
 
 
 


